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“If you take just one sacred interest 
to heart, you’ll be caught and duped 
about your own interests. Call the 
interest that you follow now sacred, and 
tomorrow you will be its slave.
    All behavior toward anything 
considered absolutely interesting, or 
valuable in and for itself, is religious 
behavior or, more simply, religion. 
The interesting can only be interesting 
through your interest, the valuable can 
only have value insofar as you give 
it value, whereas, on the other hand, 
what is interesting despite you is an 
uninteresting thing, what is valuable 
despite you is a valueless thing.
...
… the self-interest of the unique, 
thus your self-interest, gets trampled 
underfoot precisely in the sacred, or 
human, world, and this same world, 
which Hess and Szeliga for example, 
reproach as being egoist, on the 
contrary has bound the egoist to the 
whipping post for thousands of years 
and fanatically sacrificed egoism to 
every ‘sacred’ thing that has rained 
down from the realm of thought and 
faith. We don’t live in an egoistic world, 
but in a world that is completely sacred 
down to its lowest scrap of property.”

Stirner’s Critics includes the 
first and only complete English-
language translation of Max 
Stirner’s original replies to his 
major critics in both ”Stirner’s 
Critics” and “The Philosophical 
Reactionaries.”
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